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Agenda Item Time Page No
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE / CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP 14:00

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To disclose any Personal or Disclosable Pecuniary Interests

3 MINUTES 5 - 12
To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 4 March 2019.

4 MATTERS ARISING

5 HS2 UPDATE 14:05
Update from Dr D Hounsell and Dr R Wood, Fusion.

6 BEACONS OF THE PAST 14:20
Update from Dr W Morrison, Chiltern Conservation Board.

7 NATIONAL TRUST UPDATE 14:35
Update from Mr G Marshall, The National Trust.

8 BUCKS NATURAL ENVIRONMENT PARTNERSHIP UPDATE 14:50
Update from Mr C Williams, Natural Environment Partnership.

9 CONSERVATION OFFICER UPDATE 15:05
Updates from the Conservation Officers at Chiltern and South 
Bucks District Council, Aylesbury Vale District Council and 
Wycombe District Council.

10 MUSEUM UPDATE 15:20
Update from Ms S Shave, Director of The Bucks Museum Trust.



11 MK UPDATE 15:30
Update from Mr N Crank, Senior Archaeological Officer, MKC.

12 BUCKS ARCHAEOLOGY TEAM 15:40 13 - 30
Update and questions from the Bucks County Archaeology 
Service.

13 BUCKS AND MILTON KEYNES METAL DETECTING POLICY
Update from Ms L Lawerence, Archaeology Officer, BCC.

14 EMERGENCY ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDING FUND
Update from Ms E Alqassar, Environment Manager, BCC.

15 UNITARY UPDATE 15:55 31 - 34
Report for information.

16 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 15:50

17 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 16:00
Thursday 05 March 2020, 2-4pm. Mezzanine 3, NCO- 
Provisional.
Thursday 10 September 2020, 2-4pm. Mezzanine 3, NCO- 
Provisional.

If you would like to attend a meeting, but need extra help to do so, for example because of a 
disability, please contact us as early as possible, so that we can try to put the right support in 
place.

For further information please contact: Christina Beevers on 01296 382938, email: 
cbeevers@buckscc.gov.uk 



To all Members of the Buckinghamshire Historic Environment Forum

Bill Chapple OBE, Buckinghamshire County Council
Nick Crank, Milton Keynes Council
Mike Farley, Bucks Archaeological Society
Clive Harriss, Buckinghamshire County Council
Hugh McCarthy, Wycombe District Council
Gary Marshall, National Trust
Richard Newcombe, Aylesbury Vale District Council
Richard Pushman, Bucks Heritage Champion
Chris Welch, Historic England
Chris Williams, Natural Environment Partnership





Buckinghamshire County Council
Visit democracy.buckscc.gov.uk for councillor

information and email alerts for local meetings

Minutes BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT FORUM

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 
FORUM HELD ON MONDAY 4 MARCH 2019 IN MEZZANINE ROOM 2, COUNTY HALL, 
AYLESBURY, COMMENCING AT 2.09 PM AND CONCLUDING AT 3.54 PM.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Members Organisation
Mr C Williams Natural Environment Partnership
Mr G Marshall National Trust
Mr N Crank Milton Keynes Council
Mr W Chapple OBE (Chairman) Buckinghamshire County Council
Newcombe Aylesbury Vale District Council

Officers Organisation
Ms J Wise Buckinghamshire County Council
Mrs E Alqassar Buckinghamshire County Council
Mr P Markham BCC
Ms M Breen-Haynes AVDC Heritage team
Mr P Clements
Ms A Williams
Ms L Lawrence Buckinghamshire County Council
Mr J Carver HS2/ Fusion

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE / CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP

Apologies were received from Mr R Pushman and Mr H McCarthy.

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were none.

3 MINUTES

RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on 10 September 2018 were 
AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.

4 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
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In the previous meeting an action had been assigned to Ms S Taylor, Committee 
Assistant, to include an update on the archaeology and mapping website in the agenda 
of the next meeting.  This item had been added and would be discussed during the 
meeting.

5 HS2 UPDATE

The Chairman welcomed Mr. J Carver, Lead Archaeologist, Fusion to the meeting.  Mr 
Carver delivered a presentation on a HS2 update, appended to the minutes. Following 
the presentation the following points were highlighted and discussed:

 It was part of the project plan to include a level of public involvement in 
excavations during the summer.

 Concerns had been raised over the potential effect that HS2 work could have on 
local burial grounds.  The reburial options report was in the process of being 
developed by HS2 with the potential for some of the head stones and human 
remains to be relocated. 

 Concerns had been raised over the relocation of local and national grassland.  
This would involve the grassland being regrown in a different area.  It was 
confirmed that the area selected for relocation would be big enough to 
accommodate this.  

 There was the potential for a pylon to be relocated and a new road built to 
accommodate this.  Concerns were expressed that the area and route would be 
left in a poor condition.  It was confirmed that there were no current plans to begin 
this work.

 A percentage of the surface area of the cemetery of St Mary’s Church, Stoke 
Mandeville had been tested.  The results of this had concluded that there were no 
historical cemeteries or burials outside of the churchyard.  More research would 
take place to identify the historical purpose of the church.   

 It was highlighted that if a public exhibition took place within the church then 
members of the forum would be invited.

ACTION: Mr Carver
 Upcoming opportunities for displays in local museums would be discussed.  

The Chairman thanked Mr Carver for his presentation and requested that he present 
another update to the forum when he felt it was most relevant.  It was requested that the 
presentation be circulated with the minutes. 

ACTION: Ms A Williams

RESOLVED: Members of the forum NOTED the information delivered in the 
presentation.

6 BUCKS NATURAL ENVIRONMENT PARTNERSHIP UPDATE

An update was delivered by Mr C Williams, Chairman of the Buckinghamshire and Milton 
Keynes Natural Environment Partnership (NEP) and the following points were 

6



highlighted:

 Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes was one of 27 local NEP groups nationally.  
The NEP’s profile had been raised over the last 18 months and they had become 
a key voice for the environment.  

 The NEP was active in responding to national and regional consultations that 
could impact the environment.  They had recently delivered a presentation to 
Buckinghamshire County Council Cabinet Members.

 Local plans were going through an approval process.  The Milton Keynes Local 
Plan would be the first to be approved in March or April.  There were no 
objections from the NEP to the environmental policies. 

 The Green Infrastructure Opportunities Mapping for the main green areas in 
Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes was highlighted.  This showed the 
characteristics of the areas and the potential threats of each one.  

http://bucksmknep.co.uk/projects/gi-opportunities-mapping/ 
 The biodiversity accounting scheme was highlighted, where areas were assigned 

a monetary value to biodiversity loss. This would involve an investigation where 
the potential effects on wildlife in the area would be scored.  If biodiversity was not 
increased onsite then there was the opportunity to purchase the land within these 
areas.

 Public consultations on biodiversity were mandatory and proof of an overall NET 
increase for local plans was required.  The NEP was waiting for final comments 
from development control managers to implement the scheme.  

 Buckinghamshire NEP led the work to create an environmental vision for the 
Oxford to Cambridge route.  

 The scheme ‘Bucks Buzzing’ was highlighted, which advocated the promotion of 
wild life, wild flowers and sites for pollinators.  There had been a significant 
reduction in the number of insects which could have an impact on agriculture.  
Work was being carried out to create insect friendly sites, and the scheme would 
provide resources to parish councils and schools for wildflower sites.  

Following the report the following points were highlighted and discussed in response to 
questions by members of the forum:

 When asked for clarification of how the biodiversity scheme would be 
implemented, The Kingsbrook development in Aylesbury was given as an 
example. An ecological survey would be carried out on the land before 
development started.  This would be assessed to see if there were ecological 
provisions against high score areas in the initial survey.  If the developers were 
unable to provide sufficient space for wildlife within their boundaries, then they 
would be required to make a payment.  

 The work completed on green infrastructure mapping needed to be assessed to 
see if a wildlife corridor could be implemented.  Due to the part time nature of the 
NEP employees there was a tight time schedule on this.  
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The Chairman thanked Mr Williams for his update. 

RESOLVED: Members of the forum NOTED the information provided in the update.

7 BUCKS COUNTY ARCHAEOLOGY SERVICE (BCAS) REPORT

An update was provided by Mr P Markham, Senior Archaeologist and the following 
points were highlighted:

 A new member of staff had been recruited: Ms L Lawrence, Archaeological 
Officer. The Chairman welcomed Ms Lawrence to the forum. 

 There had been a high number of major infrastructure projects within the last six 
months including multiple small housing developments.  

 The archaeology page on the Buckinghamshire County Council website had been 
updated. 

https://www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/culture-and-leisure/archaeology/buckinghamshire-
county-archaeological-service/ 

 Various public outreach activities had taken place over last six months.

Ms J Wise, Historic Environment Records Officer provided an update on the Ariel 
Photography (AP)  Project: 

 Work had been expected to start March 2019, but had been put on hold for a year 
at the request of Historic England.  The work was now expected to start March 
2020. 

Following the update the following points were highlighted and discussed in response to 
questions by members of the forum:

 The timescales for the AP project seemed out of sync if historical environment 
information was to be included.  A discussion was held over whether existing 
information held by the Environment Agency and HS2 could be used.  It was 
highlighted that the new project would gather fresh datasets. 

 Scheduled 17 works- planning applications were outside of parliament and 
therefore not automatically covered by the act. 

 An update on the building works on the site of Quarrendon in Aylesbury was 
requested. It was highlighted that a management plan had been put in place. Ms 
E Alqassar, Environment Manager would provide an update at the next meeting. 

ACTION: Ms Alqassar

RESOLVED: Members of the forum NOTED the information provided in the update.

8 UPDATE FROM THE CONSERVATION OFFICERS

No conservation officers from Chiltern, South Bucks or Wycombe District Council were 
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present to provide an update.  The conservation officer from Aylesbury Vale District 
Council (AVDC) provided an update on the Aylesbury Vale area and highlighted the 
following points:

 AVDC had recruited three permanent conservation officers and were in the in the 
process of advertising for another permanent role.  

 Mentmore Towers had been placed on the buildings at risk register. Historic 
England had funded a conservation area proposal which was due to go out for 
consultation in April.  It was clarified that Mentmore Towers would not be turned 
into a hotel.  

 Broughton Barn had been on the buildings at risk register for some time.  A 
temporary roof had been installed and made it wind and water tight.  This 
temporary solution had resulted in Broughton Barn being made a lower priority on 
the risk register.  

RESOLVED: Members of the forum NOTED the information provided in the update.

9 NATIONAL TRUST UPDATE

An update was provided by Mr G Marshall, Archaeologist, The National Trust and the 
following points were highlighted:

 Archaeological investigations had taken place for potential restoration projects on 
sites in Stowe Gardens. 

 Work was being carried out to find alternative parking sites at Clifton House.
 There was currently no work scheduled to take place in the Water Garden at 

Cleavesdon. Last year the Chinese temple had been restored.  

RESOLOVED: Members of the forum NOTED the information provided in the 
update.

10 MK UPDATE

Mr N Crank, Archaeologist, Milton Keynes Council provided an update and highlighted 
the following points:

 There had been a high number of excavations in the last year.  
 Medieval activity had been found as a result of an excavation in Green End.
 Multiple building conservations were underway, with a number of new listings 

including 20 war memorials
 It was highlighted that there were a number of smaller cases also in progress, but 

details could not be disclosed due to confidentiality.  
 The ‘Outreach’ scheme was highlighted. This scheme aimed to promote 

community archaeology and had been funded by the Commoners Association. An 
event had been held and 70 members of the public had volunteered to assist with 
the running of the event. 
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 Milton Keynes Archaeology Day had been successful. 
 It was highlighted that members of the public who were involved with these events 

needed to receive the correct briefing to ensure health and safety procedures 
were adhered to on the day. 

RESOLOVED: Members of the forum NOTED the information provided in the 
update.

11 COUNTY MUSEUM UPDATE

There was no one in attendance to present the update.

12 DATA LOSS ISSUES - BCAS

Ms Alqassa, Environment Manager, provided an update in which details were given of a 
data loss incident that had occurred in April 2018.  The incident had resulted in a 
deletion of human resources and archaeological data.  It was highlighted that this was 
both a human and technology error.  Only files dated to 2014 were able to be restored, 
therefore the data base was missing four years of case work.

Microsoft had tried to recover the meta data but it was not retrievable.  Assurance was 
given that the incident had been correctly escalated in accordance with legislation.

13 HBSMR-WEB AND THE ARCHAEOLOGY WEB PAGES – BCAS

Ms Alqassa, Environment Manager, provided an update and the following points were 
highlighted:

 The website had been improved and rewritten.  This would provide more 
resilience for data and should be implemented within the next couple of months.

 IT was in the process of trying to fix mapping problems on the webpage. The 
Historic Environment Records mapping was available on the main 
Buckinghamshire County Council website and this would be used until a more 
permanent solution had been found.  

 In response to a question by a member of the forum, Mr D Sutherland, Head of 
Planning and Environment agreed to find out if the team had been involved with 
the sponsoring of landscape work, and would provide an update at the next 
meeting.

ACTION: Mr Sutherland

RESOLOVED: Members of the forum NOTED the information provided in the 
update.

14 AONB CHALK CHERRIES CHAIRS PROJECT  - BCAS

Ms Alqassa, Environment Manager, provided an update and the following points were 
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highlighted:

 The project was a landscape partnership scheme and had received local 
government and HS2 funding.

 The project would commence in Spring and run for five years. 
 The aim of the project would be to address issues such as ancient woodland, HS2 

and a general disconnect between people and their landscape, as well as 
encourage members of the public to appreciate their historic and environmental 
surroundings.  

 Buckinghamshire County Council would be involved in the project. 
 The team were in the process of recruiting project officers.  

RESOLOVED: Members of the forum NOTED the information provided in the 
update.

15 UNITARY UPDATE

The Chairman welcomed Mr R Goodes, BCC Programme Director for Transformation, 
who provided an update on unitary and highlighted the following points:  

 The new council would come into effect on 1 April 2020.  This would be a brand 
new council and would build on the expertise of the existing councils.

 The new organisation would be called Buckinghamshire Council.  It would have 
147 elected members (3 per ward), but this would be reviewed.  The elections 
would be held in May 2020, and the members would serve a five year term.

 A shadow authority and shadow executive would be implemented to oversee the 
work to create the new council.  

 Legal challenges had been made by three of the district councils, but this had not 
halted progress. 

 The new council would serve as an opportunity to provide better services for 
residents and save public money.  

 It was highlighted that the current services and change programmes had to 
continue as “business as usual” to ensure that service delivery was unaffected.  

 It was highlighted that staff were critical to the successful implementation of the 
new organisation.  The programme would be inclusive of all members and staff.  

Following the update the following points were raised and discussed in response to 
questions by members of the forum:

 Mr Goodes would attend the next meeting to provide a further update.
 Concerns were expressed that changes to funding processes within the new 

authority may have an impact on the parish councils.  It was highlighted that the 
shadow authority would make decisions on funding which would be carried into 
the new council.  

 The process for biodiversity would need to be changed when moved into the new 
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authority.  
 Concerns were expressed that partnership boards would have to be re-

established and existing bodies would need to be fed through to the new council. 
 Central Government would request 5 years to develop a new local plan for the 

new council. 
 Following the elections of the new members, discussions would take place over 

how the existing boards would be taken forward into the new council.  

 RESOLOVED: Members of the forum NOTED the information provided in the 
update.

16 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Members of the forum requested that future meetings were held on alternative week 
days, as Mondays were not convenient for the conservation teams.  An email would be 
circulated to members of the forum to confirm preferred days.   
ACTION: Ms A Williams

17 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

9 September 2019, 2:00pm, Mezzanine Room 2

CHAIRMAN
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Appendix A:  Buckinghamshire Archaeological Officers’ Report

To: Buckinghamshire Historic Environment Forum
Date: 12th September 2019
Authors: Senior Archaeology Officer (Phil Markham), Archaeology Officer 

(Lucy Lawrence), Historic Environment Record Officer (Julia 
Wise), Historic Environment Record Assistant (Paul Clements)

A. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1 To advise the Forum of the work of the County Archaeological Service 
since the last BHEF meeting (4th March 2019).

Report Summary

 HS2 Ltd: Phil attended the Heritage sub Group meeting in Birmingham 
during June and we have been kept up to date by Fusion over the last 
few months. Evaluation works are being undertaken in a number of 
places including Doddershall and Sedrup. There have been 
discussions over the draft Project Plan for St Mary’s Church, Stoke 
Mandeville and we hope to see an updated version soon. 

 East–West Rail: Phil is continuing to have discussions over the 
documents and conditions which should be included in the Transport 
and Works Act Order (TWAO). To address the archaeological 
evaluation and mitigation issues in the Environmental Statement 
another document is going to be produced; the Heritage Delivery 
Strategy. Evaluation for the proposed ecological mitigation sites and 
compounds is continuing.  

 Western Rail Link to Heathrow: We have agreed a project specification 
for archaeological evaluation and field work has been undertaken. We 
have responded to the DCO consultation. 

 Heathrow New Runway: A number of meetings have taken place over 
the heritage strategy and the PEIR. 

 Oxford/Cambridge Expressway: There was one meeting in April but we 
have heard nothing from the consultants even though Lucy and I have 
emailed them a couple of times for an update.

 The team have worked hard to promote the archaeology service 
through recent talks, events and interviews.  We are also improving our 
presence online through changes to our website and the production of 
a blog.

 We are one step closer to commissioning a new model of HBSMR 
(Historic Buildings Sites and Monuments Record) to provide better 
public access to the HER

B. PROPOSED ACTION

2 The Forum is particularly invited to NOTE:
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 resources

 strategic issues and projects

 recent planning-related archaeological work

C. RESOURCES

3 The County’s archaeological service forms part of the Transport Economy 
Environment Service’s Environment Team within Environment Services.  
Philip Markham is the Senior Archaeology Officer, Lucy Lawrence is the 
Archaeology Officer, Julia Wise is the HER Officer (part time), Paul 
Clements is the HER Assistant and Eliza Alqassar is the Environment 
Team Leader. 

D. SUPPORTING INFORMATION

4 Strategic Issues/Projects

 High Speed 2: We continue to provide advice through the HS2 Ltd 
Heritage Sub-Group and the next meeting is in September. The Schedule 
17 works consultations usually come through the district council planning 
departments and we are usually consulted when the applications come in; 
although this has been known to fall through the gaps on occasion. This is 
likely to be addressed by Historic England. A Schedule 17 meeting at 
Amersham which included HS2, Fusion, Planning, BCC Highways was 
productive and additional archaeological works were considered sensible 
for some of the road schemes in the Chilterns.

Field work has and is taking place in a number of areas and Fusion and/or 
their archaeological contractors supply us with draft project specifications 
for comment and we sometimes request minor amendments.  The 
evaluation field work around St Mary’s Stoke Mandeville has been 
completed for the time being while a mitigation strategy is drawn up. Lucy 
and I have provided comments on a draft Project Plan and we expect to 
see a revised version in the near future. Works are expected to re-start 
spring/summer 2020 once the route of the access road has been agreed. 

Our two Historic Environment Research and Delivery Strategy (HERDS) 
Managers, Rachel Wood and Dan Hounsell, employed by Fusion, keep us 
informed on works. They ensure that all field work and recording is 
undertaken to the same standard and format. We are being invited to 
monitor the work and make comments, which appears to be working well. 
It is envisaged that the information produced will be in an appropriate HER 
format for easy data entry although this has not yet been agreed with the 
HER community. HS2 has agreed a three year service level agreement for 
our HER data. We are, however, aware that reports have been produced 
but not currently supplied and this issue is being addressed and will be 
escalated if required. 
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Images of St Mary’s Church, Stoke Mandeville, at varying stages of 
excavation (Copyright HS2)

 East–West Rail: East–West Rail: Phil is continuing to have 
discussions over the documents and conditions which should be 
included in the Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO). The 
environmental statement is not clear in places and this was agreed by 
Atkins. To address the archaeological evaluation and mitigation issues 
another document is going to be produced, the Heritage Delivery 
Strategy and the contents of this have been discussed but we have not 
yet seen a draft copy. After a flurry of sites a few months ago this 
project has been relatively quiet.  We have recently received some 
draft geophysical survey results at Fleet Marston which extends the 
ladder settlement to the east along Akeman Street.

 Heathrow New Runway:  There have been a number of meetings 
during the last few months over the Masterplan, the PEIR (Preliminary 
Environmental Information Report) and the Heritage Strategy. 
Comments from us, the other local authority archaeological services 
involved and Historic England have been made. A statement of 
position has been produced by the archaeology services’ which has 
been agreed by BCC and Historic England’s Advisory Committee. The 
main issue is the lack of proposed evaluation where this would be 
possible. This statement is in line with the Planning Inspectorate and 
Government Policy. We have received a number of documents from 
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the consultants and the Air Photography report says that over 200 new 
sites have been recorded within the Heathrow study area some of 
these are within Bucks. A service level agreement to pay for our time 
spent on this scheme has been agreed. For Bucks the largest impact is 
likely to be from the proposed flood mitigation sites.

Plan showing proposed flood mitigation sites north of Heathrow

 Western Rail Link to Heathrow: Archaeological evaluation and field 
work has been undertaken and a report supplied. Due to access and 
ownership issues further evaluation will be required following consent. 
We have responded to the Development Consent Order consultation 
and ‘issues and asks’ meetings are continuing. Part of the route is 
currently a mineral extraction site and excavation has been undertaken 
prior to each phase. An Iron Age settlement is likely to be in the next 
phase; although mineral companies regularly amend their plans.

 Oxford/Cambridge Expressway: We attended a meeting in April and 
little has been forthcoming since for the historic environment. The 
consultants Jacobs said that there would be an update meeting in the 
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spring. Lucy and I have contacted Jacobs over this but have not had a 
response. 

 Chalk, Cherries, Chairs and the Chilterns Hillforts Project:  These 
are two projects being run by the Chilterns Conservation Board.  
Members of the Environment Team attend steering group meetings 
and provide advice and we have provided financial support to both 
projects.   Wendy Morrison has agreed to give an update on the 
hillforts project.

 New National Designations: DCMS added 2 buildings to the List 
between January and June 2019, both at Grade II: the Friends meeting 
house in Aylesbury and ‘Westover’ a local architect-designed Arts and 
Crafts style house in Station Road, Amersham. 

 ICT Digital Data Recovery
The team (in partnership with ICT) has made considerable progress on  
recovering deleted reports and planning casework files following the 
accidental deletion of digital data in April 2018, which was reported at 
the last Forum meeting.  This will continue to be a major focus of work.  

5 Planning related archaeological work   

Volume measures 1st Quarter 
2019

2nd Quarter 
2019

Total number of consultations handled 129 143
Number of planning applications 
handled

100 86

Planning applications responded to 
within 21 days (target 90%)

99/ 99% 83 / 97%

Number of development-related 
archaeological fieldwork projects 

22 13

Success rate at appeal  (target 50% 
annual success rate)

N/A N/A

A full list of development-related fieldwork is provided as Appendix B.  

Significant archaeological investigations include:

Lucy undertook a site monitoring visit to a John Moore Heritage 
Services site near Longwick recently. One of the field team who had 
only been working for 8 months recovered this Neolithic axe head from 
the plough soil. An envious Lucy said that he was not likely to top that 
for a while if ever!
.  
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Neolithic axe-head from Longwick (Photo: Lucy Lawrence)

During April two hoards comprising a silver hoard and a gold hoard 
were discovered during a metal detecting rally. Lucy and Paul went 
out with the Oxfordshire Finds Liaison Officer Anni Byard and 
excavated a small area. The hoards appeared to have been within 
a wall of a structure and spread through ploughing. The subsequent 
excavation by Cotswold Archaeology recovered approximately 200 
coins in addition to the 400 silver and 12 gold coins already 
excavated. All were 13th – 14th century. This discovery led to the 
metal detecting policy discussed today. 

Paul Clements helping to excavate the hoard
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Silver coin (left) and gold coin (right) from Edward I - III

6 Publication update (Appendix C)

7 Outreach and Publicity

Lucy has been working hard to improve and update the 
archaeology service web pages and together with Paul has 
produced the BCAS Blog which will be updated monthly

In May Lucy gave a talk on recent work in the county to the AGM of 
the Buckinghamshire Archaeological Society. Lucy and Eliza have 
given a talk to the Amersham U3A, Eliza has given a talk to the 
Haddenham U3A and Lucy and Phil gave a talk to the Bucks 
County Council Property Projects Team.  Eliza has been 
interviewed by Wycombe Sound and attended the Bucks County 
Show to promote the work of the team.  Further talks and events 
are planned for this Autumn.

8 Historic Environment Record (HER) report

The HER performance indicator statistics are shown in the tables 
below:
Performance Indicator 1st Quarter 

2019 
2nd Quarter 
2019 

Historic Environment Records data 
inputting backlog 
(targets: reports < 30 by March 2019)

Reports = 7   
Collect =  517
Total =  524  

Reports =  7 
Collect =  517
Total =   524   

Volume measures 1st Quarter 
2019

2nd Quarter 
2019
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Number of Countryside Stewardship 
applications handled

12 15

Number of reports received by the 
HER

60 21

Number of Historic Environment 
Records enquiries handled: 
commercial
non-commercial

24
11

258

Countryside Stewardship Consultations
In 2019 the HER was consulted on 27 Countryside Stewardship 
applications covering 7,916 hectares within Buckinghamshire.  Of 
these, 15 (55%) were for Higher Tier schemes and 12 (44%) were for 
Mid-tier schemes.  The HER was able to provide added value to 41% 
of the applications and we responded to all the consultations within the 
20-day period required by Natural England.  The numbers of 
Stewardship consultations have dropped considerably this year as a 
direct result of the Rural Payments Agency making significant changes 
to the consultation process in an attempt to cut costs.  The bulk of Mid-
tier applications were processed without any input from the HER; we 
are hopeful that there aren’t significant detrimental impacts on heritage 
in the county as a consequence of these changes and are yet to hear 
whether the scheme is expected to continue in future years. 

    HER enhancement and volunteer projects

A business case for HBSMRWEB (a new web-based version of the 
HER) has been through three Technology Boards to assess its viability 
and value for money.  It is hoped that we will be in a position to 
commission the move to HBSMRWEB this Autumn, which ultimately 
will provide better public access to the HER online.

The HER volunteer working on the milestones project is still making 
final edits to the existing entries.  The new HER volunteer who had 
been creating and enhancing records of schools was offered a full-time 
job with the Natural history Museum in London and left in May. 
 
The Buckinghamshire Gardens Trust Research and Recording Project 
is continuing to make good progress with 63 reports completed,  3 
report in draft and work underway on a further 11 gardens.  In addition 
the volunteers are also researching artists’ gardens in 
Buckinghamshire, which will probably be published as a short article.

9. Emergency Recording Fund

The Buckinghamshire Historic Environment Forum (BHEF) manages 
the Emergency Recording Fund.  The Emergency Recording Fund was 
established in September 2000 by BHEF.  The purpose of the fund is 
to enable the emergency recording of important archaeological remains 
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which are unavoidably under imminent threat of significant damage or 
destruction without adequate provision for their recording.  The fund 
covers the administrative areas of Aylesbury Vale District Council, 
Chiltern District Council, Milton Keynes Council, South Bucks District 
Council and Wycombe District Council.

Since 2000 the fund has been called upon five times.  The most recent 
uses of the fund include the excavation of a high-status Roman casket 
burial discovered by metal detectorists near Whitchurch (cost c. £6k), 
and the excavation of Neolithic human remains in Milton Keynes (cost 
c.£2k).  In both cases the recovery of these significant remains would 
not have been possible without the Emergency Recording Fund.

In 2001 it was agreed that contributions should be weighted depending 
on the size of each local authority (doubled in the case of Milton 
Keynes Council to reflect its unitary status).  The table below shows the 
current contribution made by each local authority.  Income is typically 
£1000 per annum, although occasionally the contributors have had a 
“holiday” when the fund has not been called upon.

Table: Size and contribution of each authority (as agreed in 2001)

Area (km2) % Contribution £ Contribution 
(2019/20)

Aylesbury Vale District Council 903 20%
Buckinghamshire Archaeological 
Society

n/a 5%

Buckinghamshire County Council 1564 40%
Chiltern District Council 196 5%
Milton Keynes Council 309 15%
South Bucks District Council 141 5%
Wycombe District Council 325 10%

These contributions will need to be reviewed as we transform into a 
Unitary authority.  The current balance of the fund currently stands at c. 
£7K and is managed by the Environment Team.

E. BACKGROUND PAPERS

1. Archaeological Reports submitted to the Buckinghamshire HER 

CONTACT OFFICERS: PHILIP MARKHAM 01296 382705, 
LUCY LAWRENCE 01296 674592, JULIA WISE 01296 382072 
AND PAUL CLEMENTS 01296 382624
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Fieldwork in progress Fieldwork complete Project Complete

Number Project Parish CBC no Type Contractor FW Start Date FW End Date Results Report

19001 21A Buckingham Street Aylesbury Aylesbury 12512 SMS Wessex Methodology may negate investigation - to be agreed

19002 AVDC MOT Centre Aylesbury 11911 Eval Albion 29/01/2019 Negative - last 3 trenches to be dismissed Y

19003 Wellwick House, Wendover Ellesborough 13691 BR/WB KDK 14/05/2019 Building Recording - WB after works started negative

19004 Regatta House 67-71 High Street, Marlow Marlow 12843 Eval Foundations

19005 Ironbeech Cottage Great and Little Hampdens 13008 Eval John Moore 22/01/2019 Quarry pit Y

19006 Land South of Haddenham Airfield Haddenham 11143 WB Heritage Network 07/03/2017 10/03/2017 Area D Negative Y

19007 Land North of Queen Catherine Road Steeple Claydon 13291 Eval TVAS 18/02/2019 20/02/2019 Undated linears & asbestos Y

19008 Grove Farm HS2 Wendover HS2 Eval Fusion 06/02/2019 Poss early medieval remains

19009 Land at Boot Field, High Road Soulbury 12458 Eval Albion 13/03/2019 26/03/2019 Late med/post med building platforms Y

19010 Abbey Barn South High Wycombe 13192 Eval Foundations 18/03/2019 Linears, no dating Y

19011 North Portal HS2 Great Missenden HS2 Eval Fusion 1 undated burial IA/RB? IA enclosure?

19012 Doddershall HS2 Quainton HS2 CFA - Fusion 01/11/2018 22/01/2018 Extensive Romano-British remains

19013 66 High Street Stewkley 13064 SMS?WB Network 11/01/2019 IA? Ditch, post holes quarry pit Y

19014 The Mellows Stoke Hammond 12399 Eval KDK 10/01/2019 11/01/2019 Undated post hole Y

19015 Tingewick Road Buckingham 12228 Eval Network 14/01/2019 15/01/2019 Evidence of AS activity - periphery of settlement?

19016 Aylesbury Road Cuddington 13114 Eval TVAS 14/01/2019 18/01/2019 Late Med/Modrrn pits & linears Y

19017 St Mary's Church - HS2 Stoke Mandeville HS2 Eval Fusion 01/08/2018 20/12/2018

19018 West End Farm Buckingham 11963 Exc Network 01/06/2018 11/01/2019 AS Cemetery

19019 Proposed Country Park Stoke Poges 13557 WB Cotswold 24/06/2019

19020 EWR - B3 Winslow EWR Eval Atkins 09/01/2019 R&F bases Y

19021 EWR - B27 Middle Claydon EWR Eval Atkins 28/01/2019 Undated linear Y

19022 EWR - B28 Swanbourne EWR Eval Atkins Undated linear Y

19023 Slade Farm Hedgerley 12809 SMS?WB AS 11/02/2018 Kilns and quarry pits

19024 Shenley Whaddon 12681 Eval Border 01/09/2018 26/03/2019 RB features and finds

19025 Waddesdon Allotments Waddesdon 13743 Eval OA 28/01/2019 31/01/2019 Furrows and limited isolated featrues Y

19026 Land at Mill Road Slapton Network 11/02/2019 13/02/2019 One undated linear Y

19027 Rocky Lane - HS2 HS2 Eval Fusion 30/01/2019

19028 Leigh Court High Wycombe High Wycombe 12804 Eval Avalon 30/01/2019

19029 King's Pond Cottage Great Missenden HS2 Eval Fusion 04/02/2019

19030 Shepherds Furze Farm Steeple Claydon HS2 Eval Fusion 11/02/2009 Negative

19031 Queen Catherine Steeple Claydon 13291 Eval TVAS 18/02/2019 Undated Linears

19032 M25 Chalfont St Peter 14192 Geo/Eval Pegasus Mixed results in Env Statement

19033 North Portal HS2 Great Missenden HS2 Exc Fusion 01/03/2019 Saxon Long Houses & Quarries

19034 Lower Road Stoke Mandeville 11842 SMS Cotswold Pits & linears

19035 Kingsfield, King's Lane Great Missenden 13645 WB Icknield 27/03/2019 Negative Y

19036 The Misbourne School Great Missenden 13901 WB

19037 Roman Park Quarrendon 13612 SMS/WB

19038 The Old Methodist Chapel Lacey Green 8383 HBR John Moore

19039 The Abbey Aston Abbotts 13661 WB Oxford

19040 Ellesborough Road Wendover HS2 Eval Fusion Burials

19041 Denham Quarry Denham 12110 Eval Wessex 27/03/2019 IA linear pmed linears undated pits

19042 C of E School, Church Lane Great Kimble 13098 WB TVAS 07/01/2019 18/01/2019 Negative Y

19043 Longwick Road Princes Risborough Geo Magnitude

19044 Sutton Court Farm Iver 14002 Geo Archaeological Solutions

19045 Burnham Quarry Burnham Wessex 29/04/2019 Linears, pits, poss burials

19046 Vent Shaft Chalfont St Peter HS2 Geo Fusion Modern linears/paddocks Y
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19047 Eythrope Meadows Waddesdon 13582 Eval OA 08/04/2019 10/04/2019 Negative

19048 The Spinney, Whiteleaf Princes Risborough 13889 WB TVAS 08/05/2019 Linears & pits Y

19049 Grove Hill Farm Westbury HS2 Fusion

19050 Three Bridge Mill Twyford HS2 Fusion

19051 Land at Castle Street Marsh Gibbon 12652 Eval TVAS 31/07/2019 RB, Saxon/ Med pot from shallow features Y

19052 Sedrup Farm Stone with Bishopstone HS2 Fusion 12/08/2019

19053 East of Bishopstone Stone with Bishopstone HS2 Fusion 08/05/2019 Undated linears

19054 Tingewick Road Buckingham 12228 SMS Network 07/05/2019 Saxon kiln/fire pit

19055 Langley Quarry Wexham 12353 Exc WA 01/11/2017 IA features & finds

19056 Land at Stanbridge Road Haddenham 11044 Exc CGMS 24/04/2017 Saxon grub hut, burial 

19057 Old Rectory Cottage Fleet Marston 13855 WB OA 24/06/2019 25/07/2019 negative Y

19058 Newton Purcell and Manthorn Farm Chetwode HS2 Eval Fusion

19059 HS2 Waddesdon Waddesdon HS2 Eval Fusion

19060 Rose Farm Longwick 12149 Eval JMHS 29/07/2019 Neo axe head from plough soil, post holes

19061 EWR B14 Charndon EWR WB AOC 17/06/2019 IA Settlement Y

19062 EWR A4 Marsh Gibbon EWR Eval AOC 03/06/2019 06/06/2019 One linear

19063 Chiltern Way Academy Wendover 13836 Eval CA for WSP 19/08/2019 21/08/2019 Negative

19064 3 The Cottages Mentmore 13791 WB KDK 12/08/2019

19065 Land North of Bye Green Weston Turville 14185 Orion

19066 Kingsbrook V4 Aylesbury 10900 Eval OA 08/07/2019 26/07/2019 Negative

19067 Land to rear Wycombe End House Beaconsfield 14068 TVAS

19068 Cornwall Meadows Buckingham 12767 WB CFA   22/07/2019

19069 EWR B4

19070 Land at Boot Field Soulbury 12458 Exc Albion

19071 Denham Park Farm Denham 10612 Exc AS 12/08/2019 Double Ditch RB enclosure

19072

19073
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Appendix C: List of major archaeological excavation projects at the post excavation stage (August 2019)

Site Archaeological 
Contractor
(Date fieldwork 
completed)

Local 
Planning 
Authority

Principal 
Archaeological
Interest

Situation Action required

Denham, Former 
Sanderson Site

MoLAS (2005)

Cotswold 
Archaeology 
(2014-15)

South Bucks 
DC

In-situ Early 
Mesolithic 
occupation site 
and 
environmental 
deposits

Post-excavation 
assessment & updated 
project design agreed 
but no progress and 
new developer querying 
Px requirement. 
Requested SBDC 
support on seeking 
compliance July 2009, 
February 2011 and May 
2014. Meeting with 
SBDC, applicant and 
Cotswold held on 18th 
November 2014, further 
fieldwork at site 
completed April 2015. 
Chased up June, July 
and September 2016 – 
no response.
Cotswold Archaeology 
commissioned to 
undertake post-
excavation publication 
for whole site – July 
2017

The applicant is 
keen to discharge 
their planning 
condition and 
Cotswold 
Archaeology has 
now been 
commissioned to 
complete this work. 

The archive has 
been transferred 
from MOLA to 
Cotswold 
Archaeology, who 
are assessing the 
material and 
moving forward to 
publication.
No Further Update
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Site Archaeological 
Contractor
(Date fieldwork 
completed)

Local 
Planning 
Authority

Principal 
Archaeological
Interest

Situation Action required

Dorney Rowing 
Lake & 
Maidenhead 
Windsor and 
Eton Flood Relief 
Scheme

Oxford 
Archaeology

Bucks CC Multi-period 
sites

Draft publication reports 
received and agreed 
November 2012.
Second volume (of 3) 
formally published 
December 2013. 
Environment Agency 
pursued April 2014.
Contractor pursued 
August 2015 – expected 
final volume publication 
March 2016. Contractor 
chased up June, July, 
September and  
November 2016 – 
expected draft  finalised 
Christmas 2016 and 
copy editing in New 
Year 2017.

Monitor progress 
with publication and 
deposition of 
archive.  Contractor 
pursued for update 
May and August 
2017.  Email from 
OA 12/10/2017 
advising that 
publication likely 
summer 2018.
Contractor pursued 
for update August 
2018. Have 
emailed for an 
update but last 
news was Volume 
2 is still some way 
off but are close to 
having the report 
ready for copy-
editing & aim to 
start this within 3 
Months (May 19)

Great 
Missenden, Bury 

Network 
Archaeology 

Chiltern DC Medieval moat 
and pottery 

Report received by HER 
and comments sent 

Pursue agreed 
publication of 
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Site Archaeological 
Contractor
(Date fieldwork 
completed)

Local 
Planning 
Authority

Principal 
Archaeological
Interest

Situation Action required

Farm (2002) production.  
Post-medieval 
barns.

November 2009 summary in 
Records of Bucks.  
Network advise 
they will look into it 
12/10/2017. Have 
emailed Network 
for an update

Princes 
Risborough, 
Whiteleaf Hill 

Oxford 
Archaeology
(2006)

Non-planning
HLF project 
with BCC as 
client

Re-excavation 
and restoration 
of scheduled 
Neolithic oval 
barrow

Partly published in 
Records of 
Buckinghamshire 2007. 
Proposed publication in 
PPS – progress 
uncertain.
Client raised with 
contractor in 2014.
Oxford Archaeology 
chased up November 
2015, June, July and 
September 2016. 
Timetable agreed, with 
progress report 
November 2016 and 
draft report December 
2016, with submission to 
PPS in December 2017.

Monitor progress of 
agreed timetable 
with contractor. 
Contractor pursued 
for update August 
and October 2017, 
and August 2018. 
Synopsis supplied 
and it’s intended to 
get the report into 
PPS this year.
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Site Archaeological 
Contractor
(Date fieldwork 
completed)

Local 
Planning 
Authority

Principal 
Archaeological
Interest

Situation Action required

Taplow, Berry 
Hill Farm

Wessex 
Archaeology 
(2017)

Bucks CC Early Iron Age 
and Roman 
ladder 
settlement

HER reports submitted. 
Further mineral 
extraction consented. 
Fieldwork completed 
summer 2017. PXA has 
been supplied and 
comments made

Expect update in 
near future

Dormer Avenue, 
Wing

Foundations 
Archaeology 
(2016)

AVDC Saxon and 
medieval 
settlement

Fieldwork concluded 
March 2016. No interim 
or assessment report 
received, despite being 
assured we would 
receive it in April 2017.   

Draft final report 
received and 
commented on 
December 2018.  
Final report 
expected Autumn 
2019 and 
publication in Recs 
of Bucks Spring 
2020.

Stablebridge 
Road, Aston 
Clinton

ULAS (2014) ACDC Roman road 
and Iron Age 
and Roman 
settlement

Fieldwork concluded 
Sept 2014.  Draft 
excavation report 
received April 2017. 
Final report received 
April 2018.   Publication 
work to commence 
summer 2018.

Requested an 
update August 19
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Site Archaeological 
Contractor
(Date fieldwork 
completed)

Local 
Planning 
Authority

Principal 
Archaeological
Interest

Situation Action required

New Road, 
Weston Turville

MoLA (2016) AVDC Romano-British 
trackway and 
settlement 

Fieldwork concluded 
July 2016.  MoLA 
working on final report.
MOLA supplied a draft 
report in April 2018 and 
comments were made

Requested an 
update August 
2019

Berryfields, 
Quarrendon

Oxford 
Archaeology 
(2016)

AVDC Iron Age and 
Roman 
settlement

Fieldwork 2007-2016.  
Draft PXA received Sept  
2017. Report supplied 
and comments made 

Waiting a response

Market Hill, 
Buckingham

CFA Archaeology 
(2015)

AVDC Saxon/medieval 
town ditch

Fieldwork completed 
2015 but watching brief 
element outstanding.  
WB completed 2016.  
Instructed CFA to 
proceed with report July 
2017.

CFA has supplied 
the report and will 
publish the results 
in Records of 
Bucks in 2019
No further update

Former BOCM 
site, Risborough 
Road, Stoke 
Mandeville

Network 
Archaeology 
(2013)

AVDC Roman 
camp/settlement

Fieldwork completed 
2013.  AVDC 
discharged condition 
without consulting us.

A developer not 
associated with this 
application has a 
letter saying that 
Network will be 
paid to complete 
the outstanding 
works
No further update
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Site Archaeological 
Contractor
(Date fieldwork 
completed)

Local 
Planning 
Authority

Principal 
Archaeological
Interest

Situation Action required

Marlow Flood 
Alleviation 
Scheme, Marlow

Trent and Peak 
Archaeology

WDC Neolithic/Bronze 
Age site

Fieldwork completed 
September 2017.

Await PXA.  
Chased up Feb 
2018.  Promised 
summer 2018. Final 
report should have 
been supplied by 
BHEF

Chandlers Hill, 
Iver

Foundations 
Archaeology 
(2013)

SBDC
(Utility 
scheme)

Saxon 
settlement

Fieldwork completed 
?September 2013.

Final report 
received and 
approved 2018.  
Pursue to 
publication. 
Awaiting specialist 
reports – hoping to 
pull it together in 
April 19.
Have requested an 
update
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Delivering the new Buckinghamshire Council Programme Update
 

Buckinghamshire Historic Environment Forum 

Overview

The Delivering the new Buckinghamshire Council programme is making good 
progress with seven months until go live for the new council. 

The programme has a clear and detailed implementation plan that sets out the 
critical milestones over the coming months, with officers from across all the councils 
working together to make sure there is a seamless transition to the new council by 1 
April 2020. 

Shadow Executive

The Shadow Executive meet on a regular basis to oversee plans to create the new 
council. 

At the Shadow Executive meeting on the 9th July 2019 the Executive agreed the 
Programme Implementation Plan and Budget.

At the Shadow Executive meeting on the 23rd July 2019 the Executive agreed Rachael 
Shimmin be appointed as the first Chief Executive for Buckinghamshire Council. 
Rachael's appointment followed a thorough recruitment process which started in 
early June and was overseen by the members of the Senior Appointment Sub 
Committee. 

At the same meeting the Executive also agreed to extend the contracts to Town and 
Parish Councils for the devolution of highways services, including urban grass 
cutting, for a further two years. 

At the Shadow Executive meeting on the 20th August 2019 the Executive agreed an 
interim Accommodation Strategy for the new council. As an interim, a small central 
base for the corporate management team and elected members will be located at 
the Gateway, AVDC’s offices in Gatehouse Road, Aylesbury. This will make use of 
space that is currently mostly vacant so will not impact on AVDC staff who will stay in 
their current location. This will not mean any change for the public visiting council 
offices and staff. The current council buildings will continue to be used as they are 
now for residents and we are also looking at developing more access points in the 
community for the future. 

31

Agenda Item 15



September 2019

The longer term plans for making the best use of all the council’s current buildings 
will take place alongside transformation post 1 April 2020. 

Overview and Scrutiny committee 

The Shadow Authority Overview and Scrutiny Committee met for the first time on 8 
July and elected their Councillor Alex Collingwood from Buckinghamshire County 
Council as chair and Councillor John Gladwin from Chiltern District Council the vice 
chairperson. They will meet regularly over the coming months with a specific focus 
on looking at the budget and implementation plan for the new council. 

You can keep up to date with these meetings at shadow.buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Organisational Structure 

A strong leadership team is key to the implementation and creation of a new council. 

Following the appointment of Rachael Shimmin as the Chief Executive of the new 
Buckinghamshire Council the recruitment to the corporate management team for the 
new council has begun and will be completed by mid-October. 

These will be challenging roles which play a crucial part in ensuring the delivery of a 
successful new council. They will establish the basis for the transformation that will 
be required over the next few years. 
 
The following posts are being recruited to as part of this process: Deputy Chief 
Executive

 Corporate Director, Resources
 Corporate Director, Communities
 Corporate Director, Planning Growth & Sustainability  
  

Consultations to inform the creation of the new council

The Delivering the new Buckinghamshire Council programme has launched two 
public consultations to help inform plans for the new Buckinghamshire Council: 

- Community Boards Consultation

The new unitary council will need to have good links with the community and local 
people to understand the specific issues affecting each area and work together to 
find solutions. To enable the new council to do this, the proposal is to set up 
community boards across Buckinghamshire, to help the new council understand local 
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needs and respond to them more effectively. A public consultation launched on 12 
August that asks members, residents, town and parish councils and local community 
groups to give their view on how they think these boards could work. There are a 
number of drop-in sessions for the public to find out more over the coming weeks. 
This consultation closes on 30 September.

Public drop in information sessions:
• 29 August 2019 – Bucks County Show
• 3 September 2019 – 11am – 1pm – Friars Square, Aylesbury
• 4 September 2019 – 10am – 12pm – Burnham Library
• 5 September 2019, 10am – 12pm – Chiltern District Council, Amersham
• 10 September 2019, 10am – 12pm – Buckingham Library
• 17 September 2019 – 12pm – 2pm – Wycombe District Council

- Council Tax Reduction (also known as Council Tax Support)

Currently across Buckinghamshire each district council has their own scheme (called 
the Council Tax Reduction Scheme) that sets out how they support people on low 
incomes by reducing the council tax bill. The current schemes offer various levels of 
support for people in the same situation living in different parts of the county. 

The aim is to have one scheme that offers the same level of support to all council tax 
payers across the whole of Buckinghamshire from 1 April 2020. One scheme will 
mean that people in the same situation are treated consistently and fairly wherever 
they live in Buckinghamshire. 

A public consultation will run from 14 August – 24 September asking for people’s 
views on the proposed changes to the level of reductions to council tax bills for 
people on low incomes in a new scheme for Buckinghamshire Council. 

Find out more and take part in these consultations:
https://shadow.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/consultations 
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